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Amarillo Economic Analysis
Amarillo’s economy might be stabilizing, with most of our Pulse 
components even, with commodities taking a hit.

Retail sales for the month are up 6% compared to 12 months ago. 
Year to Date sales are also up 6%. We don’t have a handle on how 
much of the increase is in�ation.

New car sales are down 20%, due to higher prices and interest rates. 
Used car sales are up 5%.

The employment numbers are strong. The Household Survey shows 
an increase of 1,750. The Employers Survey is up 3,900 jobs from a 
year ago. A smart person tells us the difference might be that some 
part time jobs, which are found in the Household Survey, might be 
turning into full time jobs and showing up in the Employers Survey.
Wages are up 5%.

A giant part of Amarillo’s economy is our airport. Inbound �ights have 
mostly recovered since the shutdowns. The 3 major carriers are at 
about 80% of 2019 �ights. An Area Economists tells us how critical it 
is to keep and grow our �ights to and from our airport.

Construction is mixed. Building permits are up 31% from 12 months 
ago. Year to Date Construction is down 16%, with Residential Starts 
down 35%. Commercial construction seems to be improving.

Oil and Gas prices are off their highs. Oil is down 24% and Natural 
Gas is down 43%. There are 5 drilling rigs in the Panhandle.

We have had no good moisture this winter. Wheat is down 32%. 
Cotton is down 16%. Corn is down 18%.

Cattle coming out of the Feedyards are making around $75 head, 
with prices at $165-up 11% from last March.

Milk prices are below $18, and input costs per hundredweight are 
over $19.
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Amarillo Economic Analysis
Amarillo’s economy might be stabilizing, with most of our Pulse 
components even, with commodities taking a hit.

Retail sales for the month are up 6% compared to 12 months ago. 
Year to Date sales are also up 6%. We don’t have a handle on how 
much of the increase is in�ation.

New car sales are down 20%, due to higher prices and interest rates. 
Used car sales are up 5%.

The employment numbers are strong. The Household Survey shows 
an increase of 1,750. The Employers Survey is up 3,900 jobs from a 
year ago. A smart person tells us the difference might be that some 
part time jobs, which are found in the Household Survey, might be 
turning into full time jobs and showing up in the Employers Survey.
Wages are up 5%.

A giant part of Amarillo’s economy is our airport. Inbound �ights have 
mostly recovered since the shutdowns. The 3 major carriers are at 
about 80% of 2019 �ights. An Area Economists tells us how critical it 
is to keep and grow our �ights to and from our airport.

Construction is mixed. Building permits are up 31% from 12 months 
ago. Year to Date Construction is down 16%, with Residential Starts 
down 35%. Commercial construction seems to be improving.

Oil and Gas prices are off their highs. Oil is down 24% and Natural 
Gas is down 43%. There are 5 drilling rigs in the Panhandle.

We have had no good moisture this winter. Wheat is down 32%. 
Cotton is down 16%. Corn is down 18%.

Cattle coming out of the Feedyards are making around $75 head, 
with prices at $165-up 11% from last March.

Milk prices are below $18, and input costs per hundredweight are 
over $19.
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Amarillo Economic Analysis
Amarillo’s economy might be stabilizing, with most of our Pulse 
components even, with commodities taking a hit.

Retail sales for the month are up 6% compared to 12 months ago. 
Year to Date sales are also up 6%. We don’t have a handle on how 
much of the increase is in�ation.

New car sales are down 20%, due to higher prices and interest rates. 
Used car sales are up 5%.

The employment numbers are strong. The Household Survey shows 
an increase of 1,750. The Employers Survey is up 3,900 jobs from a 
year ago. A smart person tells us the difference might be that some 
part time jobs, which are found in the Household Survey, might be 
turning into full time jobs and showing up in the Employers Survey.
Wages are up 5%.

A giant part of Amarillo’s economy is our airport. Inbound �ights have 
mostly recovered since the shutdowns. The 3 major carriers are at 
about 80% of 2019 �ights. An Area Economists tells us how critical it 
is to keep and grow our �ights to and from our airport.

Construction is mixed. Building permits are up 31% from 12 months 
ago. Year to Date Construction is down 16%, with Residential Starts 
down 35%. Commercial construction seems to be improving.

Oil and Gas prices are off their highs. Oil is down 24% and Natural 
Gas is down 43%. There are 5 drilling rigs in the Panhandle.

We have had no good moisture this winter. Wheat is down 32%. 
Cotton is down 16%. Corn is down 18%.

Cattle coming out of the Feedyards are making around $75 head, 
with prices at $165-up 11% from last March.

Milk prices are below $18, and input costs per hundredweight are 
over $19.
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